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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts.  Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for.  If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk. 
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Level of response marking instructions 
 
Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The 
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level. 
 
Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as 
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme. 
 
Step 1 Determine a level 
 
Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the 
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in 
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it 
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With 
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the 
lower levels of the mark scheme. 
 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in 
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If 
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit 
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within 
the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be 
placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content. 
 
Step 2 Determine a mark 
 
Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate 
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be an 
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. This 
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s answer 
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You can then 
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example. 
 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 
 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points 
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 
 
An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Section A 
 

Topic A1 Culture and Identity 
 

Qu Part Marking guidance Total 
marks 

 

01  Outline and explain two ways in which an individual’s social 
experiences may be affected by their ethnicity. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
ways in which an individual’s social experiences may be affected by their 
ethnicity. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg the different traditions and 
cultural practices of different ethnic groups; and the nature of and reaction to 
racism. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg of different experiences for people with 
different ethnicities. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two ways in which an individual’s social experiences may 
be affected by their ethnicity. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg the impact of religion 
on different ethnic groups. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of socialisation in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• different traditions and cultural practices 
• reaction to racism or discrimination 
• impact of religion on different ethnic groups 
• the role of language  
• different historical experiences 
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Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Anwar; Butler; Fuller; 
Ghumann; Gilroy; Hall; Hennink et al; Macey; Mirza et al; Modood; Sewell; Tizard and 
Phoenix. 
 

 
 

02  Applying material from Item A, analyse two ways in which age may 
affect consumption choices. 

10 

 
 

Item A 
The postmodern view is that we have freedom of choice over our consumption and lifestyle 
decisions.  Whatever our original class, age, gender or ethnicity, we can become who we are 
through our consumption and lifestyle choices.  
 
However, this ignores a whole range of influences and constraints that affect consumption 
and lifestyle choices. 
 

 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 
material on two ways in which age may affect consumption choices. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg the effect of 
age-related legislation on leisure options; different levels of income mean that 
some age groups have limited funds for some consumption choices. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two ways, eg how far different 
age groups do have different consumption choices. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two ways in which age may affect consumption choices. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the fact 
that family commitments may constrain the consumption choices of adults with 
young children. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two ways in which age may affect consumption choices. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be at 
a tangent to the question, eg material on gender and consumption. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 
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0 No relevant points. 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bauman and May; Bennett; 
Bradley; Hebdige; Parsons; McRobbie and Garber. 

 
 

03  Applying material from Item B and your knowledge, evaluate the 
functionalist view that socialisation is mainly concerned with 
transmitting ‘the norms and values of society’. 

20 

 
Item B 

 
Functionalists argue that society has certain functional prerequisites (basic needs or 
requirements). One of these is the basic need to socialise new members into the norms and 
values of society. 
 
Other sociologists suggest that socialisation transmits only the norms and values of 
particular groups in society. 

 

Marks Level Descriptors 

17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a range 
of relevant material on the functionalist view that socialisation is mainly concerned 
with transmitting ‘the norms and values of society’. Sophisticated understanding 
of the question and of the presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example by comparing different sociological perspectives on the 
role of socialisation in society. Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropriate 
conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show largely accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg of the functionalist view of the role of 
socialisation and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of 
the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg broadly accurate, if basic, account of how agencies of socialisation 
promote the norms and values of society. Understands some limited but 
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significant aspects of the question; superficial understanding of the presented 
material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about socialisation or functionalism. Understands only limited 
aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented material. 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to the 
demands of the question. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about socialisation  in general. Very little/no understanding of 
the question and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear:  consensus; organic analogy; social order; 
social solidarity; ruling class ideology; false consciousness; legitimation; patriarchy; gender role 
socialisation; social interaction; the self; social action; looking glass self; labelling. 

 
 

 
Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Beck; Blumer; Durkheim; 
Goffman; Macionis and Plummer; Mac an Ghaill; Mirza; Marx; Mead; Oakley; Parsons; 
Weber.  
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Topic A2  Families and Households 
 

04  Outline and explain two changes in society that have led to changes in 
family size. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
changes in society that have led to changes in family size. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg how women's involvement 
in paid work has led to smaller families; how children are dependent for longer 
and therefore a greater financial burden. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg of the significance of the rise of feminism 
for women’s attitudes. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two changes in society that have led to changes in family 
size. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg how women's 
involvement in paid work has led to more women choosing to have less children. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of social change in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content  
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• women more likely to be focused on career 
• impact of feminist ideas 
• greater access to contraception 
• rise of child centredness 
• children dependent for longer 
• more socially acceptable to be childless 
• attitude of immigrant communities to family size 
 
Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Beck; Berthoud; Gillespie;  
Green; Morgan; Oakley; Sharpe; Somerville; Stacey. 
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05  Applying material from Item C, analyse two ways in which an 
ageing population may affect family structures. 

10 

 
Item C 

 
In common with many other countries in Western Europe, the United Kingdom is faced with an 
ageing population.  Rising life expectancy and a relatively low birth rate have meant that the 
average age of the population is rising. The effects of the ageing population are being felt in 
many areas of social life including family structures.  

 
Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 
material on two ways in which an ageing population may affect family structures. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg the impact 
of an ageing population on the number of multi-generational extended families; 
the increased number of single person households where a spouse has died. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two ways, eg the extent to which 
grandparents are helping with childcare enabling both parents to go out to work. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two ways in which an ageing population may affect family 
structures. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the rise of 
the beanpole family. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two ways in which an ageing population may affect family structures. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be 
at a tangent to the question, eg on general changes to family life. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Arber; Blaikie; Brannen; 
Cumming and Henry; Gannon; The Griffiths report; Hirsch; Hockey and James; Hunt; Pilcher; 
Townsend; Vincent. 

 
 
  



MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL SOCIOLOGY PAPER 2 – 7192/2 – SPECIMEN MATERIAL SECOND SET 
 

 
10 

06  Applying material from Item D and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that the growth of family diversity has led to a decline in the nuclear 
family. 

20 

 
Item D 

 
The New Right see the decline of the traditional nuclear family and the growth of family 
diversity as negative trends in modern society. For example, they point to the increased 
number of couples cohabiting and the growth in the number of children born outside 
marriage. From the New Right perspective, these changes have undermined the traditional 
nuclear family. 

 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a 

range of relevant material on the growth of family diversity and the decline of the 
traditional nuclear family. Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the 
presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the 
issues raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example through discussing the extent of family diversity/decline of 
traditional nuclear family, or by locating the debate between different 
perspectives (eg Marxist, functionalist, feminist, New Right, postmodernist etc). 
Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge of the growth of family diversity. Understands a number of 
significant aspects of the question; good understanding of the presented 
material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though 
some material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg the debate about the extent of family 
diversity, and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of the 
presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range 
and depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of family diversity. 
Understands some limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for 
its relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range 
of more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about changes to family structures. Understands only limited 
aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented material. 
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Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent 
to the demands of the question. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about different families. Very little/no understanding of 
the question and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 

Indicative content 
 

Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: cereal packet family; cohabitation; trial 
marriage; lone-parent families; neo-conventional family; decline in stigma; births outside 
marriage; divorce; remarriage; serial monogamy; singletons; sex outside marriage; ethnic 
diversity; civil partnerships; same-sex marriage; gay and lesbian families; new reproductive 
technologies. 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Allan and Crow; Beck; 
Chester; Dench et al; Ferri and Smith; Giddens; Morgan; Murray; Rapoport and Rapoport; 
Somerville; Stacey; Weeks et al. 
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Topic A3 Health 
 

07  Outline and explain two reasons for geographical differences in health 
chances in the United Kingdom.                                      

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
reasons for geographical differences in health chances in the United Kingdom. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg differences in the types of 
industries/employment patterns and their effect on the health of the local 
population; geographical differences in social class composition and the effect of 
this on health chances. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg the interaction of social class and 
geographical composition of the population and health chances. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two reasons for geographical differences in health 
chances in the United Kingdom. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg higher 
unemployment in the North of England can contribute to the pattern of health 
chances. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of patterns of health inequalities in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• geographical differences in types of industries/occupations 
• regional differences in social class composition  
• higher levels of unemployment in some geographical regions 
• geographical differences in behaviour such as alcohol consumption/diet/smoking 
• some geographical regions have poorer housing 
• some geographical areas have a higher proportion of older people  
• some areas have higher income levels  

 
Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bartley; The Black Report; 
Hacking et al; The Health Divide; The Marmot Review; Marmot; Putnam; Shaw et al. 
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08  Applying material from Item E, analyse two reasons for gender 
differences in the use of health care provision. 

10 

 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Busfield; Graham; Mackenzie 
et al; Smith et al; Wilkins et al; Witz. 

 
 
 

  

Item E 
 
On average, women live longer than men. Some sociologists argue that this is because 
women are more conscious of their diet and more likely to eat healthily. Others argue that 
gender differences in life expectancy are the result of differences in health care received by 
males and females. 

Marks Level descriptors 
8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 

material on two reasons for for gender differences in the use of health care 
provision. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg men are less 
likely to be able to attend appointments because of work commitments; or women 
more willing to admit illness/weakness. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, eg of the role of 
cultural expectations around gender roles in explaining gender differences in health 
care. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and understanding 
of one to two reasons for gender differences in the use of health care provision. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg men less 
likely to accompany children to the doctor’s surgery so have less opportunity for 
consultation about their own health. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to two 
reasons for gender differences in the use of health care provision. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be at 
a tangent to the question, eg on social class differences in access to health care. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
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09  Applying material from Item F and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that cultural and behavioural factors are the main reasons for social 
class inequalities in health and illness.         

20 

 
 

Item F 
 
According to cultural and behavioural explanations, different social classes behave differently and 
these differences lead to inequalities in health and illness. These behavioural differences result 
from cultural differences between social classes, for example in attitudes to smoking or diet. 
 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a range of 

relevant material on cultural and behavioural explanations for social class 
inequalities in health and illness. Sophisticated understanding of the question and of 
the presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be developed, 
for example through a debate between different perspectives, eg cultural as against 
structural arguments. Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions 
will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete knowledge. 
Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good understanding of 
the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg of the cultural arguments perhaps with reference 
to material constraints and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of 
some of the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of the cultural explanation for 
class inequalities in health. Understands some limited but significant aspects of 
the question; superficial understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of more 
relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about some factors affecting health. Understands only limited 
aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented material. 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to  
the demands of the question, eg drifting into a ‘definitions of health’ answer. 



MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL SOCIOLOGY PAPER 2 – 7192/2 – SPECIMEN MATERIAL SECOND SET 

15 

 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about health in general. Very little/no understanding of the 
question and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 

Indicative content 
 

Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: victim-blaming; culture of poverty; fatalism; 
dependency culture; socialisation; class cultures; material factors; inequality; stress; system-blaming; 
exploitation; capitalism; social selection; access to health care. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bartley; Batty and Deary; Doyal 
and Pennell; Graham; The Health Divide; Our Healthier Nation;  Illsey; Lynch; Marmot; The 
Marmot Review; Saunders; Tudor-HartWardle and Steptoe; Wilkinson and Marmot. 
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Topic A4  Work, Poverty and Welfare 

 

10  Outline and explain two effects that technological change may have on 
the experience of work. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
effects that technological change may have on the experience of work. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg technological change and 
reskilling; the possible impact of technological change on unemployment.  
 

There will be appropriate analysis, eg of Marxist views of technological change 
and management control. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two effects that technological change may have on the 
experience of work. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg the effects of 
technological change on skill levels. 
 

There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of the impact of technological change on society in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• the impact on job satisfaction 
• the impact of technology on de-skilling  
• reskilling/chance to acquire new skills 
•    the impact of computerisation 
• impact on autonomy and control/surveillance 
• the significance of technological change for unemployment levels 
• empowerment/changes in status. 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Blauner; Braverman; Bryman; 
Carey; Gratton; Grint; Kling; Lewis; Littler; Marx; Piore; Pollert; Ritzer; Thompson; Winlow; 
Zuboff. 
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11  Applying material from Item G, analyse two difficulties governments 
face in trying to tax wealth. 

10 

 
  

Item G 
 
The increasingly unequal distribution of wealth is a feature of the United Kingdom today and 
the wealthy now form a global elite. Some sociologists argue that this growing inequality of 
wealth is an issue for all governments across the world. However, redistribution of wealth via 
the tax system has proved to be hard to achieve. 
 

 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Byrne; Gordon et al; Le Grand; 
Mack and Lansley; Marsland; Piachaud; Townsend. 

 
  

Marks Level descriptors 
8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 

material on two difficulties governments face in trying to tax wealth. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg the 
difficulty of accessing accurate records on wealth; the fact that the wealthy are 
often able to hide their wealth; the political power of the wealthy; the issue of 
asset rich, cash poor citizens. 

 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, eg how far 
there is agreement about what constitutes wealth. 
 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and understanding 
of one to two difficulties governments face in trying to tax wealth. 

 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the 
difficulty of imposing a tax on powerful groups in society. 

 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two difficulties governments face in trying to tax wealth. 

 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be 
at a tangent to the question, eg on material on income tax. 

 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
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12  Applying material from Item H and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that the attitudes of the poor themselves are the reason for their poverty. 

20 

 
 

Item H 
 
Some sociologists suggest that the attitudes and behaviour of the poor themselves are 
significant factors in the existence and continuation of poverty. The poor have a distinct 
subculture that is different from the rest of society. This subculture encourages certain 
attitudes and behaviour among the poor that keep them locked in poverty.  
 

Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a 

range of relevant material on the view that the attitudes of the poor themselves 
are the reason for their poverty.  Sophisticated understanding of the question and 
of the presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example, through discussion of alternative views of the causes of 
poverty or through structuralist and culturalist perspectives. Analysis will show 
clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg of different views on the causes of poverty 
and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of the 
presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of the culture of poverty. 
Understands some limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about dependency culture. Understands only limited aspects 
of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented material. 
 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent  
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Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: culture of poverty; underclass; dependency 
culture; fatalism; socialisation; marginalisation; social exclusion; situational constraints; cycle of 
deprivation; the welfare state; structural factors.    

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Alcock; Balckman; Coates and 
Silburn; Craine; Dean and Taylor–Gooby; Field; Kempson; Lewis; Marsland; Murray; Walker. 

 
  

to the demands of the question such as an account of poverty. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about the behaviour of poor people in general. Very little/no 
understanding of the question and of the presented material. 

Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  

No analysis or evaluation. 
 No relevant points. 
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Section B 
 

Topic B1  Beliefs in Society 
 

13  Outline and explain two reasons why women may be more religious 
than men. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
reasons why women maybe more religious than men. 
 

There will be two applications of relevant material, eg religious practice may be 
seen as an extension of the expressive role eg caring for children, old, sick; more 
women may be on their own as they grow older and may turn to religious 
organisations for support; religion provides an opportunity for women to network 
within community.   
 

There will be appropriate analysis, eg differences between social classes or ethnic 
groups in relation to gender and religion. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two reasons why women may be more religious than 
men.  
 

There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg traditional gender 
roles may mean that women have more affinity with religious values. 
 

There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 

There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of religious practice in general. 
 

There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 

 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 

 
• religious practice seen as extension of expressive role 
• more women may be left on their own as they grow older and may turn to religious organisations 

for support 
• men have been more affected by the factors that have encouraged secularism in society  
• religion provides an opportunity for women to network within community 
• traditional gender roles may mean that women have more affinity with religious values 
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Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bruce; Davie; Glendinning and 
Bruce; Greeley; Glock and Stark; Halman and Draulans; Miller and Hoffmann; Woodhead; 
Woodhead and Heelas. 

 

14  Applying material from Item I, analyse two reasons why traditional 
religious organisations may have lost support over the past 30 years. 

10 

 
 

Item I 
 
Traditional religious organisations have faced many challenges over the past 30 years. In the 
past their influence was considerable and they were seen as the mainstream spiritual 
movements. Most people participated in such organisations and these organisations had 
substantial political power and influence. 

 
 

Marks Level descriptors 
8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 

material on two reasons why traditional religious organisations may have lost 
support over the past 30 years. 
 

There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg the 
growth of alternative/non-mainstream religious organisations; or traditional 
religious organisations are seen as outdated. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, eg of differences in 
the decline of different religious organisations; the relative importance of 
different explanations for secularisation. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two reasons why traditional religious organisations may 
have lost support over the past 30 years. 
 

There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the 
decline of political influence. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two reasons why traditional religious organisations may have lost support over 
the past 30 years. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may 
be at a tangent to the question, eg on the role of the religion. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Ashworth and Farthing;  
Barker; Bellah;  Bruce; Davie; Heelas; Lyotard; Martin; Stark and Bainbridge; Wallis; Weber; 
Wilson. 
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15  Applying material from Item J and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that religion no longer acts as a ‘shared universe of meaning’ for 
people today. 

20 

 
Item J 

 
Berger (1990) argues that religion once provided a ‘shared universe of meaning’ and was 
used by people to make sense of the world, and to give their lives focus and order. He refers 
to religion as a ‘sacred canopy’, stretching over society and helping people to cope with the 
uncertainties of life. 
 
Other sociologists disagree about the role religion fulfils in society today. 

 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a 

range of relevant material on the view that religion no longer acts as a shared 
universe of meaning for people today. Sophisticated understanding of the 
question and of the presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example through a debate between different perspectives, eg 
functionalist, Marxist, neo-Marxist, phenomenological, feminist. Analysis will 
show clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg a discussion of alternative explanations for 
the role of religion in society and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear 
explanations of some of the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of Berger’s view of the role of 
religion. Understands some limited but significant aspects of the question; 
superficial understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about the role of religion in society. Understands only limited 
aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented material. 
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Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to the 
demands of the question. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about religion. Very little/no understanding of the question 
and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: secularisation; theodicy; fundamentalism; 
spiritual shopping; metanarrative; lifestyle; patriarchy; oppression; pick and mix religion; New Age 
movements; disenchantment; globalisation; social solidarity; anomie; religious pluralism; religion as 
compensation. 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Berger; Berger and Luckmann; 
Bruce; Davie;  Durkheim; Glock and Stark; Heelas; Lyotard; Stark and Bainbridge; Weber. 
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Topic B2   Global Development 
 

16  Outline and explain two ways in which education may help the process 
of industrialisation in developing countries. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
ways in which education may help the process of industrialisation in developing 
countries. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg the supply of educated and 
skilled workers for the economy; the social mobility that education system 
encourages and its effect on the process of industrialisation. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg the suitability of western-style education for 
industrialisation.  

4–7 Answers in this band will show a reasonable to good knowledge and 
understanding of one or two ways in which education may help the process of 
industrialisation in developing countries. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg the progressive 
values that education may promote. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding 
of the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of industrialisation and development in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• the progressive values that education may promote 
• the effect of education on social mobility 
• the supply of educated and skilled workers for the economy 
• the encouragement of entrepreneurship and risk taking 
• replacing of traditional values 
• education could promote the desirability of economic growth 

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bauer; Hoselitz; Illich; Lerner; 
McClelland; Parsons; Rostow; Sachs; Weber. 
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17  Applying material from Item K, analyse two ways in which women 
may be disadvantaged in the process of development. 

10 

 
Item K 

 
A western-style model of industrialisation may bring some benefits such as an increase in 
per capita gross national product. However there is no guarantee that all groups will share 
in these benefits. For example women may be disadvantaged in the process of change from 
a traditional society. 

 
 

Marks Level descriptors 
8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 

material on two ways in which women may be disadvantaged in the process of 
development. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg lack of 
access to capital; political exclusion; loss of traditional positions of authority and 
power; aid centred on men; patriarchal attitudes predominate; traditional family 
roles still dominate; colonialism may have imposed patriarchal assumptions on 
developing societies. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, eg to what extent 
aid agencies are recognising gender issues. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two ways in which women may be disadvantaged in the 
process of development. 
 

There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the way 
traditional women’s patterns of land ownership and authority in the family may 
be undermined by development. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two ways in which women may be disadvantaged in the process of 
development. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be 
at a tangent to the question, eg on development in general. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Abbott and Wallace; Boserup; 
Cohen and Kennedy;  Elson and Pearson; Foster-Carter; Hunt; Leonard; Mies; Mohanty; Van 
der Gaag. 
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18  Applying material from Item L and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that poor countries will always be poor. 

20 

 
 

Item L 
 
According to modernisation theorists, countries evolve through a number of stages from their 
starting point as traditional societies, through their entry into maturity and finally to an age of 
mass consumption.  
 
However, some sociologists are much more pessimistic. They see poor countries trapped in 
dependency and therefore staying poor rather than developing. 

 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a 

range of relevant material on the view that poor countries will always be poor. 
Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the presented material will 
be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the 
issues raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example by locating the debate between different perspectives on 
development, eg dependency theory, modernisation theory, post-development 
theory, etc. Analysis will show clear explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be 
drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; 
good understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though 
some material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg a discussion of alternative explanations of 
development with explicit links to inequality and/or poverty and/or some 
appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range 
and depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of dependency theory. 
Understands some limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about an example of development in a country. Understands 
only limited aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented 
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material. 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to the 
demands of the question. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about development. Very little/no understanding of the 
question and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: colonialism; neo-colonialism; debt; aid; 
trade; urbanisation; agribusiness; transnational corporations; core and periphery; 
underdevelopment; neo-liberalism; capitalism; exploitation; sustainable development; post-
development; relative and absolute poverty. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Chang; Cohen and Kennedy; 
Frank; Goldthorpe; Hayter; Huntingdon; Rostow; Wallerstein; Wilkinson. 
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B3  The Media 
 

19  Outline and explain two problems involved in studying the possible 
effects of the media on their audiences. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
problems involved in studying the possible effects of the media on their 
audiences. 
 

There will be two applications of relevant material, eg the artificiality of ‘effects’ 
research; the difficulty of measuring long term effects; the difficulty of isolating 
possible variables; problems of operationalising effects such as violence; ethical 
issues. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg of the possibility of different audience 
reactions to media. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show reasonable to good knowledge and understanding 
of one or two problems involved in studying the possible effects of the media on 
their audience. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg many studies are 
conducted under artificial conditions and people may not behave normally under 
such conditions. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into 
accounts of media violence. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• difficulty of measuring long term effects 
• the difficulty of isolating possible variables 
• problems of operationalising effects such as violence  
• ethical issues 
• the artificiality of ‘effects’ experiments 
• problems of interpreting the meanings audiences give to media texts 
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Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Buckingham; Cumberbatch; 
Curran; Gauntlett;  Gerbner et al; Halloran; Katz and Lazarsfeld; Klapper; Morley; Morrison; 
Philo; Strinati; Thompson. 

 

20  Applying material from Item M, analyse two reasons why governments 
seek to influence or control the output of the media.  

10 

 
 

Item M 
 
Governments may seek to influence or control the output of the media.  They do this in a 
variety of ways.  For example, they may pass legislation which places age restrictions on 
access to various media products.  Governments may use censorship to directly influence 
content and they also hold official briefings and press conferences. 
  

 
Marks Level descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of relevant 
material on two reasons why governments seek to influence or control the 
output of the media. 
 
There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg in order to 
control the news agenda for their own political reasons; in order to protect people 
from obscene material; in the interest of national security; to prevent certain 
information or discussions from becoming public.  
 
There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two factors, eg the extent to 
which governments use off-the-record briefings to try to manage the news 
agenda eg the refusal to allow some forms of computer software; how far 
countries like China have been able to do this in that face of the rise of social 
media. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two reasons why governments seek to influence or 
control the output of the media. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg the 
reasons why governments may use censorship in order to determine the 
content of the media. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two reasons why governments seek to influence or control the output of the 
media. 
  
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be 
at a tangent to the question, eg on the content of the news. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 
 

0 No relevant points. 
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Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Barnett and Weymour; 
Chandler; Curran; Gramsci; GUMG; Jenkins;  Marx; Miliband; Seaton; Tunstall and Palmer; 
Whale. 

 
 

21  Applying material from Item N and your knowledge, evaluate the view 
that the output of the media serves ruling-class interests. 

20 

 
 

Item N 
 
The classic Marxist manipulative model of the mass media argues that media owners 
exercise direct control over media output.  For example, owners have often been accused of 
interfering directly in both editorial policy and the day-to-day running of their newspapers in 
order to use them to support their political views. 
 

 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of 

a range of relevant material on the view that the output of the media serves 
ruling-class interests. Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the 
presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example through a debate between different perspectives, eg 
pluralist, postmodernist, Marxist. Analysis will show clear explanation. 
Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg from a pluralist perspective, and/or some 
appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of the view that the output of the 
media serves ruling-class interests. Understands some limited but significant 
aspects of the question; superficial understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
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insubstantial points about an example of media ownership. Understands only 
limited aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented 
material. 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to the 
demands of the question. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about media and ownership issues. Very little/no 
understanding of the question and of the presented material.  
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: hegemony; ideology; ideological state 
apparatus; domination; agenda setting; gate-keeping; market forces; news values; pluralism; 
consumer sovereignty; neo-liberalism; manipulation; new media; democraticisation of the media. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bagdikian; Doyle; Curran; 
Gramsci; GUMG;  Marx; Miliband; Tunstall and Palmer; Whale. 
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Topic B4  Stratification and Differentiation 
 

 

22  Outline and explain two differences between functionalist and Marxist 
views of stratification. 

10 

Marks Level Descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show very good knowledge and understanding of two 
differences between functionalist and Marxist views of stratification. 
 
There will be two applications of relevant material, eg consensus versus conflict 
perspectives; stratification as inevitable division of labour. 
 
There will be appropriate analysis, eg the nature of capitalism and its impact on 
stratification. 

4–7 Answers in this band will show reasonable to good knowledge and understanding 
of one or two differences between functionalist and Marxist views of stratification. 
 
There will be one or two applications of relevant material, eg the importance of 
socialisation; the use of ideological apparatuses. 
 
There will be some basic analysis. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and little or no understanding of 
the question or the material. 
 
There will be limited focus on the question, eg there may be some drift into class 
inequality rather than perspectives. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis. 

0 No relevant points. 

 
Indicative content 
 
Answers may include the following and/or other relevant points: 
 
• Consensus/conflict views 
• Ascribed/achieved status 
• Stratification as functional/exploitation 
• Inevitable/not inevitable nature of stratification 
• Different views of mobility  
• Different views of whether stratification is legitimate  

 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Althusser, Davis and Moore, 
Engels, Marx, Tumin, Wright. 
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23  Applying material from Item O, analyse two reasons why different 
groups of older people may experience differences in life chances. 

10 

 
Item O 

 
By 2034, 23 per cent of the population is projected to be aged 65 and over. Most old people 
are female.  The fastest population increase is in the number of those aged 85 and over, the 
“oldest old”.  The retirement age of 65 has now been phased out and employees can retire 
when they choose.   

 
There are many stereotypes associated with older people.  These are often perpetuated by 
media portrayals.  

 
Marks Level descriptors 

8–10 Answers in this band will show good knowledge and understanding of 
relevant material on two reasons why older people may experience 
differences in life chances. 
 

There will be two developed applications of material from the item, eg the 
increase in the number of older people may give them greater power; a large 
number of the oldest old may cause a strain on services; the oldest old are 
unlikely to be economically active, affecting their life chances. 
 

There will be appropriate analysis/evaluation of two reasons, eg older people 
may internalise stereotypes and see themselves as a burden on society, or how 
some older people may continue to work and therefore maintain their living 
standards. 
 

4–7 Answers in this band will show a basic to reasonable knowledge and 
understanding of one to two reasons why older people may experience 
differences in life chances. 
 
There will be some successful application of material from the item, eg that 
negative stereotypes may lead to older people being seen as incompetent; or 
that now that they are no longer required to retire, many older people may 
continue to work. 
 
There will be some analysis/evaluation. 

1–3 Answers in this band will show limited knowledge and understanding of one to 
two reasons why older people may experience differences in life chances. 
 
There will be limited application of material from the item. Some material may be 
at a tangent to the question, eg on the problem for society of an ageing 
population. 
 
There will be limited or no analysis/evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Bradley, Butler, Davidson, 
Greengross, Milne et al., Mordaunt et al., Oppenheim and  Harker, Scase and Scales. 
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24  Applying material from Item P and your knowledge, evaluate the 
usefulness of the different ways of defining and measuring social class. 

20 

 
Item P 

 
Social class is a complex concept with many different and sometimes conflicting definitions. 
The definition used will determine the way in which social class is measured.  Official 
classifications of social class are often based on occupation.  However, an individual’s own 
definition of their social class may not be the same as the official definition or the definitions 
used by sociologists. 

 
Marks Level descriptors 
17–20  Answers in this band will show sound, conceptually detailed knowledge of a 

range of relevant material on the usefulness of different ways of defining and 
measuring social class. Sophisticated understanding of the question and of the 
presented material will be shown. 
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately and with sensitivity to the issues 
raised by the question. 
 
Analysis and evaluation will be explicit and relevant. Evaluation may be 
developed, for example by locating the discussion within a debate between 
subjective and objective measure of social class. Analysis will show clear 
explanation. Appropriate conclusions will be drawn. 

13–16 Answers in this band will show accurate, broad or deep but incomplete 
knowledge. Understands a number of significant aspects of the question; good 
understanding of the presented material. 
 
Application of material is largely explicitly relevant to the question, though some 
material may be inadequately focused. 
 
Some limited explicit evaluation, eg of problems of using occupation to measure 
social class, and/or some appropriate analysis, eg clear explanations of some of 
the presented material. 

9–12  Answers in this band will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and 
depth, eg a broadly accurate, if basic, account of measuring social class in 
general. Understands some limited but significant aspects of the question; 
superficial understanding of the presented material. 
 
Applying listed material from the general topic area but with limited regard for its 
relevance to the issues raised by the question, or applying a narrow range of 
more relevant material. 
 
Evaluation will take the form of juxtaposition of competing positions or to one or 
two isolated stated points. Analysis will be limited, with answers tending towards 
the descriptive. 

5–8 Answers in this band will show limited undeveloped knowledge, eg two or three 
insubstantial points about occupations and their classification. Understands only 
limited aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the presented 
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material. 
 
Limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to the 
demands of the question, eg drifting into an answer about employment. 
 
Very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and disjointed. 

1–4 Answers in this band will show very limited knowledge, eg one or two very 
insubstantial points about stratification in general. Very little/no understanding 
of the question and of the presented material. 
 
Significant errors and/or omissions in application of material.  
 
No analysis or evaluation. 

0 No relevant points. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Concepts and issues such as the following may appear: ascribed status; achieved status; objective 
versus subjective views of social class; occupation as a measure of social class; black economy; de-
skilling; market position; class fragmentation; de-industrialisation; proletarianisation; growth of the 
tertiary sector; professionalism; globalisation; disorganised capitalism; feminisation of the workforce; 
meritocracy; changes in voting and consumption patterns; class consciousness; social solidarity. 
 

Sources may include the following or other relevant ones: Braverman, Dorling et al., 
Giddens, NS-SEC, Parry and Parry, Parsons, Reay, Registrar General’s scale, Saunders, 
Southerton, Westergaard and Resler. 
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Assessment objective grid 
 

 AO1 AO2 AO3 Total 

Section A     

Q01, Q04, Q07, Q10 5 3 2 10 

Q02, Q05, Q08, Q11 3 4 3 10 

Q03, Q06, Q09. Q12 8 6 6 20 

Section B     

Q13, Q16, Q19, Q22 5 3 2 10 

Q14, Q17, Q20, Q23 3 4 3 10 

Q15, Q18, Q21, Q24 8 6 6 20 

Totals 32 26 22 80 

 


